
Chapter 5, dealing with cultural 
aspects of routes, is one of the 
more trying. As with religion, 
none doubts the radically fundamental 
role of routes of movement and com- 
munication in the formation and 
maintenance of cultures. But, again, 
portrayal is inadequate. Simple 
existence of routes, generalized 
indications of "connections," sug- 
gested avenues of diffusion and 
migration, and local road patterns 
must be surmounted in some kind of 
graphic treatment of the role of the 
route in culture and in our culture 
areas. 

From a parallel approach, any 
regions that we define--whether 
culture areas, settlement regions, 
or whatever--must be accountable to 
accurately reconstructed routes. 
Cultural regions that do not cor- 
respond to function•route nets must 
be counted suspect. Further, the 
relevant route net chNnges with time 
and with the functional aspects of 
the other phenomena studied. 
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Fzc. 5. United States government explorations for Pacific railroad routes, 1853-58. The 
routes were designated by reference to a particular parallel or parallels. The exploration of the 38th Parallel route ended when the leader of the exploration party was killed by Indians 
in Utah. All other routes were desioC•nated as practicable. 

F•c. 6. interregional railroad connections com- pared with a schematic pattern of direct links among alt s•x regions of the West. 

Fro. 8. Early stage of the high•vay network, 199.6, and federal interstate highway system, 1971. 
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FIG. I. Extent of lhe railroad network'in'l(ocky Monntain and Pacific (:oust staie• in lSSt), major constriiction, 1880-188a, 
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Old Emigrant Road in Wyoming and Southea•m Idaho. 
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•::GUR:': 1.--The intimate relation between the passes and the ca:ed. traus-montane routes is clearly indi- Passes i•ave ever determined the •vays of man's migrations through mountain regions. 

l;muRI• 5.--Traveling on foot or by packtrain 
the forelopers of empire--the scouts, the trappers, 
the miners, the pioneers--sought the mountain 
passes to enter new Indian country; to exploit 
new beaver ponds and meadows; to pan new placer deposits or to blast new mo£hdi- lodes; 
and to pasture new meadows or to fell new forests. 
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FIG. 1.--The Princcton 
area showiug the relations of the area to) the rai!- 

road pattern, streams, and woods. I. ]3o•.imla;y of the arca. 2. Original woods. 
3. Area oi7 orig'inai settlements. T.hc township squares are six miles on a side. 

Key go Map o/" ODio Canals: I, Muskingum lmprovelnent; H, Granville 
.,laAc,t .... 

kVaihond.h•:f Branch; .)•, (:Oittnlbt!S Branch; Y, lIocking Branch: VI, Warren Coun{y l•randh: YH, Sidney Branch; VIII, Wabash and Erie C:mal; IX, Ch•cinnati aml Whitewater Canal:X, Sandy nnd Beaver Cared; X[, Pennsylv:lnia aml Ohio Canal; II. 1, (]rand lleservoir; 1•. 2. },ewislon lIeservoir; It. 3, Loranlie lleservoir• l/. ,i, lacking Ileservoir; 
IL 5, Portage ileservoir; !L 6, Six-Mile Ileservoir. 
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TRANSPORTATION,. 1880. Hea,)y lines---earml• Fine line•=-r•ilmada. 
AGRICULTURE, 1860 (Insert). Each dot•25,000 

acre• of improved land. 
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FISHER-VICTORIA TRAM SYSTEM 
SABINE AND NATCHITOCHE$ PARISHES 

•920 

I•:. 9. A map of an extensive tram system copied from 
an original kept for many years by a logging •" ri,tendent working in the area. 
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WESTERN LOUISIANA LOGGING TRAM PATTERNS 

Fzo. 10. Examples of contrasting tram patterns which reflect variations in topography. aerial photographs. Taken 
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ports on Canals, ]•aih-o:tds, and Telegraphs, xe63-•STx; Firs* Auroral Report 
Internal Commerce of U. S., •876; :kndrcws: Colonial cud 1rake Trade. 
Tanner: Canals and ]¢ailroads, U. S., Ig4o. 
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Fio. 9. Bellefonte's location at the end of a main 
canal spur briefly made the town the trade center for 
much of central Pennsylvania's most produotive coun- try. (Sources: Dunaway, op. cit., footnote 22, p. 679; 
and R. E. and Marion Murphy, Pennsylvania: A Regional Geography, Harrisburg: The Pennsylvania 
Book Service, 1937, p. 120.) 


