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Chapter 5, dealing with cultural
aspects of routes, is one of the
more trying. As with religion,

none doubts the radically fundamental
role of routes of movement and com-
munication in the formation and
maintenance of cultures. But, again,
portrayal is inadequate. Simple
existence of routes, generalized
indications of "connections," sug-
gested avenues of diffusion and
migration, and local road patterns
must be surmounted in some kind of
graphic treatment of the role of the
route in culture and in our culture
areas, )

From a parallel approach, any
regions that we define--whether i
culture areas, settlement regions,
or whatever--must be accountable to
accurately reconstructed routes.
Cultural regions that do not cor-
respond to functiofroute nets must
be counted suspect. Further, the
relevant route net chinges with time
and with the functional aspects of
the other phenomena studied.
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Fic. 6. interregional railroad comnections com-
pared with a schematic pattern of direct links among
all six regions of the West.

fonda

Fic. 5. United States government explorations for Pacific railroad routes, 1853-58. The
routes were designated by reference to a particular parallel or parallels. The exploration of
the 38th Parallel route ended when the leader of the exploration party was killed by Indians
in Utah. All other routes were designated as practicable.
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e, Fedosal Interstate System
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 Fe. 8. Early stage of the highway network, 1926,
and federal interstate highway system, 1971, .
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passes and the trans-montane routes is clearly indi-
man’s migrations through mountain regions.

Freure § —Traveling on foot or by packtrain
the forelopers of empire—the scouts, the trappers,
the miners, the pioneers—sought the mountain
passes to cnter new Indian country; to exploit
new beaver ponds and mecadows; to pan new
placer deposits or to blast new mother lodes;
and to pasture new meadows or to fell new forests.
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