
Chapter 21, toponymy, embraces what 
must be a'favorite rainy-day pass 
time for all sorts of students of 
culture. Placenames seem to have an 
eternal appeal. And we do have a 
fair variety of maps, some strongly 
interpretive, others displaying 
incidence. But we are faced here 
with the same problems as noted for 
language (Chapter 20). While a good 
case for merging toponymy with lan- 
guage can be made, it seems prudent 
(as well as politic) to keep them 
separate, at least during the develop- 
mental period. 

We also have apparent deficiencies 
in the West, Midwest, mid South, and 
Canada. The northeastern United 
States is, of course, covered in 
.several ways. 

The Survey must concern itself 
with the problems of generic vs. 
specific names, the dates of appear- 
ance and disappearance, and the 
plausibility of ethnic connections. 
Can topomynic culture areas be defined 
for North America as they have for 
Louisiana? Can they be shown in 
their growth and change in ways 
relevant to students of our cultures? 
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•L• SIIO•G THE LOCATION OF TOPOGR•HICAL NAPS •N THE 
L•TED STATES ON •IC• PRAIRIE GE•RICS •RE F0• 

Solid •es enclose true gene•cs. Dotted •es enclose fa•e geneM•. 
•o•ed •es si•y enclosed areas of nonocc•ence. 

(Nap • by •ere•th F. B•ffi; reproduced by perm•s•on) 



Coulee has a different connotation in each of the four regions in which it is re- corded. In the larger areas within the dashed lines the term occurs on many maps. Small ovals indicate one or two maps. False generic occurrence outside frequent 
true generic occurrence areas i• shown by initial letters. 

Rincon occurs often as a false generic in names of land 5•rants in California. 

Brook occurs on neariy all of the •opographic maps in area I and frequently in area II. Recorded occurrence 
as a true generic is more widely scattered than in case of. most regionally-concentrated •erms. V•ride occurrence as a false generic may be associated with a "pleasant" connotation. 

Wash has a relatively uniform connot•tiou in it• principal region of ooctu•reneo. 



"•'•,vre de Grace Qu•m,n•le, 
"U. S. C-. $., 1900 

Figaro 2 

Phoenixville Quadrangle, 
U. S. O. S., 1906 

Figu.re 3 

Chester Quadrungle 
U. S. G. S., 1898 

Wes/; Chester Quadrangle, 
U. S. G. S., 1904 

Wilmington Quadrangle, 
U. S. G. S., 1906 

Place )lames R•,presenUng Early Settlers & Settlements 

M•,p l. Tow•m tltilizing Philadelphia strt•t n•ming complex 

Traditional English 
= 

Personal Name 
Royal Personage 

,• 
Patriot 

Map 2. Towns utilizing TraeHtion•l English and Important Person street p_aming complex• 



LINGUISTI0 ATLAS O14' THE UPPEI¢ •I[I)WEST PLA•JM-NAME PItONUN0:[ATIONS 

•. {hnnha Ibmoh.|, I.a] 

3. Chic•Ko [•k•go], act [•lzk•go] 

LAUM PLACE.NAME PRONiYl•CIATIONS 

6. iowa [• lowe], not [/• lowo] 

Place-names phonetically transcribed 
during fieldwork for the Linguistic Atlas 
of the Upper Midwest: 

Michigan 
Illinois 
Ohio 
Dakota 
New York 
Pennsylvania 
Iowa 
Minnesota 
Wisconsin 
Canada 
Nebraska 
Ylissouri 
Chicago 
St. Paul 
Des Moines 
Detroit 
Duluth 
Omaha 
Minneapolis 
Washington 

the informant's own community (also 
names of rivers and streams within a few 
miles of the informant's community) 
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'STREAM 
•ook 

run 
.fork 
.ditch 

lick 

FOREST 
DECIDUOUS 
FOREST 

F•¢. 3 

MAPLE 

Fig. 1. Generalized map of major vegetation regions of Minnesota. 
Fig. 2. Distribution of place names including the term "Pine." 
!Fig. 3. Distribution of place names including the term <'Prairie." 
Fig. 4. Distribution of place names including rite terms "Oak" or 

Oulllne Map 
OHIO 

i.Approximate 
southern limits of the u•e o2 the generic "brook" (1) and ::ditch" (2); 

approximate northern limits of the use u,u•e •enerlo run to,, ,_.), "hr'.nob" 
(5) and 'qick" (6). Base map used by courtesy of the George F. Cram Company. 
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NE Mont 

'(el•owstone 
(Western) 
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Powder 
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;andhills 
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Percentage of 
identi•ing region 

I'lo uniformity I----1 of response 
• 66.9 or under 
• 67,0- 82,9 
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• 1•9.0 

Platte 

Easteen Slope 
(North, 

Elkhom Valley 
Platte Valley 
(Western) 

Valley 

Plains 

Red River Valley 

Heart of Texas 

Compiled by Ruth F. Hale 

Fxe. l. Vernacular regionalization of the Great Plains. Compiled in 1970 by Ruth Feser 
Hale. 

Gap 

;- :2-1 

Cove 

Fzc. •. DistribuUon of •e place-name s•fNes =gap" and "•ve." • "•ve" names which descri• 
emba•ents on •e seacoast •d on lakes have •en excluded. 

border of Anglo-American hill area • .• 

l, individual 

• moi• concentration 

Fzc. 7. •button o• • p•a•-name suff• •ollm." Num• of '•ollows" • each of the •o major •concentrat,ons •s indicate. 
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Figure 4. Distribution of Mountain Figure 5. Distr•butlon of R• •ee•'e•",sor• •q6q 
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Figure 13. Distribution of Run Figure 14. Distribution of Cree•k 
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Figure 15. Distribution of Branch (Stream Tributary) 
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Figure 17. Distribution of -Town 
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Figure 20. Distribution of -Bu• 



Figure 21. Distribution of Hill(s) 
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Figure 28. Distribution of -•_i•e 

Figure 29. 

10 
• MILES 

•ITIAL APPEARANC• 
IN PR[$E•IT PERIOD 
INITIAL APPEARANCE 
I,N EARLIER PERIOD 

OS8OLET[ WORD 

MAJOH LAnDFOrM 



 |"0 
MA•O• •NDFORM 

• 'MtL•S 

F•gure 31, Distribution of Vil• 

Figure 32. Distribution of A•res 
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DISTR!SUTION OF "BAYOU s 

(• AREA IN WHICH 30% OR MORE OF STRE•,•S 
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TYPES OF BAYOUS 

• FULL, SLUGGISH DISTRIBUTARIES •ND 
NORMAL STREAMS 

• PARTIALLY INTERMITTENT SLUGGISH STREAMS• 
OGGASIONALLY, OX-BOW AND OT•|•.R LAKES 

TIDAL STREAMS AND INLETS 

./"• FULL, RELATIVELY RAPID STRE:•,MS 
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mops and occount=) 



DISTRIBUTION OF "BAYOU" 
FIRST HALF 19th GENTURY 
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